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Every day, Greedy Fawn ate chestnut mush.

Only his mother knew how to make it.

She boiled water in her biggest kettle. She
sprinkled in a bit of chestnut. She stirred the
pot two times. The mush bubbled up.

Then Mother hit the pot with a stick. The

mush dropped down. I was ready to eat.

~~T .
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One day, Greedy Fawn’s parents were
going for a walk. His mother said, “Greedy

Fawn, do not make a fire while we are gone.”

Then his parents left.
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Greedy Fawn’s stomach rumbled. He made
a fire and boiled water. He sprinkled chestnut

into the pot. Then he sprinkled in even more.

“More chestnut will be better;” he said.

ﬁ i'ReGdy © 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.



Greedy Fawn stirred the mush. He stirred it

two times. Then he stirred it ten times.
“More stirring will be better;” he thought.

The mush boiled and grew. It flowed out of
the pot, faster and faster. Soon Greedy Fawn

was deep in mush!

¢
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Greedy Fawn jumped around, trying to get
away from the mush. He jumped on a stick. The

stick hit the pot. The mush stopped growing!

Greedy Fawn was so tired! He fell down

into a heap of mush.

~ T
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Greedy Fawn’s parents returned. They

helped him get out of the mush.

“Do you have enough mush now?” his

mother asked.

“I don’t want any of it,” Greedy Fawn said.
“There is too much mush. Now I know that

more is not always better”
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\ Draw or write.
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Are We There Yet?

by Yehudi Mercado
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“Are we there yet?” a voice shouts. The
voice is coming from the back of the herd of

Ccows.

Cowboys are leading five hundred cows
along a rocky trail. They have been traveling on
the path for weeks. But they still have a long

way to go.

I'ReCIdy @ 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

o7



o=l
P s

“Who said that?” the trail boss yells. He
yanks on the reins to stop his horse. He glares

at his team with one angry eye.

The other cowboys are afraid of the trail

boss. They stay quiet.

1 :
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A cowboy named Wayne looks over at the
young cowboy who was shouting. Wayne has
been herding cows his whole life. He often

helps new cowboys.

And the young cowboy surely needs help.
He is sliding off his saddle. He looks like he is

riding a horse for the first time.

~ :
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“Hey, new kid. What is your name?” Wayne

asks. Then he fixes the young cowboy’s saddle.

“My name is Jelly,” the young cowboy says.
He tries to drink from his canteen. Water

splashes his face.

“Well listen, Jelly. The trail boss does not
like when the cowboys ask questions. You want

to know if we’re there yet? Just ask me. Don’t

make a fuss.”

0
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Wayne holds up a map.

“Wow! Where did you get that map?” Jelly

asks.

“I’'s Zeb’s map,” says Wayne. He points at

a cowboy behind him.

“Hello! I'm Zeb!” the cowboy says. He is

pulling a cart full of maps.

- - -
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“We will follow this trail for hundreds of

miles,” Wayne says. “We must cross mountains,
keep our cows safe, AND end the trip by winter.

So please stop asking that annoying question!”
“What question?” asks Jelly.

“ARE WE THERE YET!” shouts Wayne.
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T |'R90dy @ 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.



“Quiet!” the trail boss yells. He glares at

Wayne with one angry eye.

Jelly shrugs his shoulders. “So, we’re NOT

there yet?” he asks Wayne.

Wayne shakes his head. “No,” he says. “We

are not even close.”

They continue on their rocky journey.
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage)

Which key detail tells how much more the cowboys will be on the trail?
a. The cowboys still have a long way to go.
b. The cowboys have been traveling for weeks.
c. The cowboys are leading five hundred cows.

Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage)

How does the trail boss feel? Complete the sentence.

The trail boss is

a. angry
b. afraid
c. quiet

Question 3 (for p. 3 of passage)

Which character is the new, young cowboy?

!
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Question 4 (for p. 4 of passage)
How does Wayne help Jelly?
a. Helistens to Jelly.

b. He fixes lelly's saddle.
c. He gives Jelly a drink.

Question 5 (for p. 5 of passage)
What does Zeb have that the cowboys need? Complete the sentence.
Zeb hasa

a. map

b. cart
C. COW
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Question 6 (for p. 6 of passage)
Wayne shows Jelly the map.

“We will follow this trail for hundreds of

miles,” Wayne says. “We must cross mountains,
keep our cows safe, AND end the trip by winter.

So please stop asking that annoying question!”
" “What question?” asks Jelly.

“ARE WE THERE YET!” shouts Wayne.

Read the underlined text. Look at what Wayne says. Why does he say this?

a. Heis showing Jelly the map.
b. Heis answering Jelly's question.
c. Heis asking Jelly about the trail.
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Question 7 (for p. 7 of passage)

Look at what happens in the beginning and middle of the story. What happens at the end?
Choose the picture.

J90 0
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Water, Water Everywhere
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It's Carnivall
These South
Americans are having
a water fight. Water
balloons fly through
the air. They splash
when they hit people.

People spray
water from hoses. It

is hard to stay dry.

The crowd sprays
water.

Some people wear

rain ponchos or use umbrellas.

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Watering the Earth

These South Americans cheered for water
when they planted long ago. A planting festival
began. People sang and danced. They thanked
the earth for the food that grew.

People planted and watered seeds. They

hoped for rain to help the seeds grow.

People watered the earth at planting festivals.

® 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Party Time

Water was a big part of the planting
festival. Later, people started new traditions
based on the planting festival. What was at the

center of these traditions? Water!

Splashing people with water is a new tradition.

¢
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Some of these new traditions are part of
Carnival. South Americans dress up in colorful
costumes and masks. They march in parades.

They play cheerful music.

Many people dance and sing. And what
about the water? People play water games at

Carnivadl, too.

People wear colorful costumes during Carnival.

T .
L7 I-ReG‘:dy ® 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.



More Than Water

Water games are a fun part of Carnival.
But the games have changed over time. Now
there is more than water. People spray colored
foam. They throw flour or paints into crowds.

And the next day, they do it all over again!
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Lots of people spray foam instead of water.
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage)
Why do people use umbrellas and ponchos?
a. They are in South America.

b. They are in a water fight.
c. They arein arain storm.

Question 2 (for p. 2 of passage)

Look at the picture and the text. What happened during the planting festival? Choose the
correct picture.

~~T -
.‘ I'ReGdy @ 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

85



Question 3 (for p. 2 of passage)
What did people want to happen after the planting festival?
a. They hoped the rain would fill pots.

b. They hoped the dirt would stay dry.
c. They hoped the seeds would grow.

Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage)
How are the old and new traditions alike? Complete the sentence.

The planting festival and new Carnival traditions both used

a. seeds
b. water
c. plants

Question 5 (for p. 4 of passage)
How is Carnival different from the planting festival?
a. Water activities are part of Carnival.

b. Costumes are part of Carnival.
c. People are part of Carnival.

Question 6 (for p. 5 of passage)

Water was part of the planting festival. Water is part of Carnival. How are these ideas
connected?

a. The planting festival led to some Carnival traditions.
b. The planting festival was more fun than Carnival.
¢. Carnival uses water more than the planting festival.
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A Very Old Game

Long ago, people in Mexico and Central
America liked exciting ball games. They made
up a ball game thousands of years ago. It was

called Pok-ta-Pok. It was a little like basketball

and a little like soccer.

A game of Pok-ta-Pok

~H .
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Two teams played against each other. They
played outside on a ball court. The court was

shaped like the capital letter “L” It had tall

stone walls on each side.

Two very old Pok-ta-Pok courts

I'ReCIdY' © 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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A Heavy Ball and a High Hoop

Pok-ta-Pok was hard to play! The rubber
ball was heavy. The court had two hoops, like a
basketball court. But the hoops were made of

stone. The hoop was 20 feet high. That is as

tall as a giraffe!

']
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A stone Pok-ta-Pok hoop
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No Hands or Feet

The rules also made Pok-ta-Pok hard to
play. Players could not kick the ball. They could
not throw the ball. So players needed other

moves to get the ball in the hoop.

Players bumped the ball with their hips.
They used their knees. They had to keep trying!

~ T -
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- The games were long. Some games lasted
for days! The team that got the ball through the

hoop the most times won.

A player happy to get the ball through the hoop

I'Reddy' © 2020 Curriculum Assaciates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Question 1 (for p. 1 of passage)
What game does the picture show? Complete the sentence.

This picture shows the game of

a. basketball
b. soccer
c. Pok-ta-Pok

Question 2 (for p. 1 of passage)
Why did people long ago make up Pok-ta-Pok?
a. They liked exciting ball games.

b. They liked playing basketball.
c. They liked playing soccer.
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Question 3 (for p. 2 of passage)

Two teams played against each other. They
played outside on a ball court. The court was
shaped like the capital letter “1." It had tall

stone walls on each side.
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Two very old Pok-ta-Pok courts

This picture shows old Pok-ta-Pok courts. Which answer shows the shape of the courts?

~~H :
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Question 4 (for p. 3 of passage)
What does the text say about the Pok-ta-Pok ball? Complete the sentence.
The ball was

a. stone

b, heavy
c. tall

Question 5 (for p. 3 of passage)

Which picture shows how tall the Pok-ta-Pok hoops were?

-
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Question 6 (for p. 4 of passage)
What are things that Pok-ta-Pok players could not do?
a. Players could not kick or throw the ball.

b. Players could not use their knees or hips.
c. Players could not bump or move other players.

Question 7 (for p. 5 of passage)

What happened when a team got the ball through the hoop the most times?

a. The team won the game.
b. The other team got the ball.
c. The game kept going for days.

Question 8 (for p. 5 of passage)
Pok-ta-Pok had many rules. The games lasted a long time. How are these ideas connected?
a. Pok-ta-Pok was just like soccer.

b. Pok-ta-Pok was a boring ball game.
c. Pok-ta-Pok was hard to play.
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The lost girl had been walking for hours.

She moved her bag from shoulder to shoulder.
“I’s as heavy as a sack of corn,” she said.

“Take this bag,” the mother of all people
had told her. “Do not open it. You will find your
tribe by the great river. Give the bag to the

elders. Then you will learn its secret.”

® :_ .
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The girl walked for many days. Her feet
ached. She missed her tribe. But mostly she

thought about the bag.

One night, the girl sat by a stream. She held
the bag in her lap.

“I know I'm not supposed to...” she

whispered. Then she untied the bag anyway.
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The girl opened the bag. Tiny objects rolled
and scattered everywhere. Were they pebbles?
Seeds? The girl didn’t have time to find out. The

tiny objects moved so fast!

“Oh, no!” the girl cried, as she chased the
tiny, mysterious things. She grabbed a handful
of them. The rest flew away into the sky. They
lit up the night. They were stars!

=
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The girl stuffed one handful of stars back
into the bag. She kept walking.

All through that night, the girl thought about
what she had done. She felt so much shame.
Never once did she look up at the bright,
twinkling lights.
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Finally, the girl found her tribe at the river.
She quickly gave the bag to an elder.

“This bag is from Our Mother;” she said. “I
did not listen to her instructions. I lost so many

stars.”

The elder was kind. He said, “You cannot

ever lose the stars. They are always with us.”
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The elder opened the bag. He tossed the
rest of the tiny stars into the sky. They hung in
the shape of a pot.

“We will name it Big Dipper;” he said.

From then on, the girl always looked up at

the stars. And she tried to name them, each

and every one.
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\ Draw or write.
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